
     Influenced by the music he heard while growing up in the Lower 9th 
Ward of New Orleans, Matt Lemmler is considered one of the most 
original jazz pianists to emerge from the birthplace of jazz. 
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     After completing his bachelor’s degree at Loyola University in 1990, 
Lemmler moved to NYC, where he received his Master’s degree in Jazz 
Performance and Composition in 1992 from the Manhattan School of 
Music. 
     Shortly after returning to New Orleans in 1994, he was hired as pianist 
for Andrew Lloyd Weber’s musical, “Phantom of the Opera”, and toured 
the US for 4 years before returning home to work with New Orleans jazz 
legend Pete Fountain.  
     In 2000, Lemmler set out to pursue his own projects and recorded his 
first CD, “ Portraits of Wonder” a New Orleans jazz tribute to the music of 
Stevie Wonder. The CD garnered national attention and was performed 
to sold out audiences which featured noted jazz artists Brian Blade, John 
Ellis, and Nicholas Payton.  
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     While teaching Jazz Piano and Arranging at both Loyola and University of New Orleans, Lemmler was 
recommended by Ellis Marsalis to replace him upon his retirement as full-time Assistant Professor of Jazz 
Piano at the University of New Orleans. In August 2005, after accepting the tenure track position at UNO, 
fate stepped in, and Hurricane Katrina changed his life forever. He relocated to Houston, Texas where he 
found like minds, kindred spirits, and a special chemistry among the community of musicians. And Houston 
gained an exciting, fresh voice on the scene. In 2006 Matt accepted the position of Musical Director at 
Tommy’s Seafood Steakhouse and under his leadership the premier jazz venue won the Houston Press’ award 
for “Best Jazz Club in Houston - 2008”. 
     As a way to work through his grief over the tragedy of Katrina, Matt released his second CD, “The Music 
of New Orleans”. It is a soulful and heart-rending tribute to his beloved city and to all the New Orleans 
musicians, past and present, which influenced him and his music, including Louis Armstrong, Jelly Roll 
Morton, Pete Fountain, Ellis Marsalis and many others. “The Music of New Orleans” is a striking document 
which captures the spirit of creativity and freshness in Lemmler’s ensembles. 
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Matt Lemmler carries on the tradition of the originals before him with his remarkable trademark style. 
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